TOGETHER, WE CAN KEEP COLDWATER CLEAR
NOW AND FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.

November 18, 2025 Webinar Question & Answers

Opening Notes

Before beginning the Q&A, Julia shared information about the upcoming Introduction to Lakes
online course—a six-week program designed for lake users, property owners, and lake managers.
The course is offered through MSU Extension and includes six modules, video content, three live
chats, and an instructor-moderated discussion forum.

More information and registration: https://www.canr.msu.edu/introduction_to_lakes_online

Questions & Answers
Q: Do trees along the shoreline add too many nutrients when leaves fall into the lake?

A: Natural leaf fall is not a problem—it's part of a lake’s ecology. What is problematic is intentionally
dumping leaves or yard waste into the lake, which overloads the system with nutrients. Historically,
lakes had abundant woody material and natural debris along shorelines, which supported fish,
macroinvertebrates, and wildlife.

Trees benefit shorelines by:
e Stabilizing soil and reducing erosion
e Filtering nutrients and runoff
e Providing shade, wildlife habitat, and cooling

e Improving overall lake resiliency and water quality

Q: Coldwater Lake has clear water despite large homes and big lawns. Isn’t farm runoff the
bigger issue? Are farmers being prosecuted?

A: EPA does not manage farm runoff cases. These issues fall under EGLE (Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy). If a runoff incident was reported, it would be handled
through the Kalamazoo District Office through its agricultural compliance staff.

Margie added that the farm in question is believed to be in Algansee Township, and the issue was
brought up at a township meeting. She also clarified that despite perceptions, Coldwater Lake’s
Secchi depth has been declining, underscoring the importance of the Keep Coldwater Clear
initiative.
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Q: Any updates on sewer system discussions for Marble Lake?

A: Sewer discussions are being revisited through a new committee led by Algansee Township
Supervisor Craig Fichtelberg. The group is forming as a subcommittee of the Marble-Coldwater
Partnership, meeting next on December 11.

Q: Are there resources for finding native landscape designers?
A: Yes, though availability in this region is somewhat limited.
Helpful resources include:

¢ Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership native plant nursery map:
https://www.mishorelinepartnership.org

¢ Wildflower Association of Michigan: https://wildflowersmich.org

e Wildtype Native Plant Nursery: https://www.wildtypeplants.com

e Stantec Native Plant Nursery: https://www.stantec.com

¢ Homegrown National Park (Doug Tallamy): https://homegrownnationalpark.org

The Shoreline Partnership also offers a Native Plant List organized by shoreline zone.
https://www.shorelinepartnership.org/find-native-plants.html

Q: Can these links be added to the Association website?

A: Yes. Links have been posted on the Coldwater Lake Association website under the Webinar
Summary. https://www.coldwaterlakeassociation.com/water-quality.html#Webinars

The Links are also all listed below.

Q: Is EGLE working with Coldwater State Park to remove invasive plants using a $150,000
donation?

A: No information is currently available. The donation was reportedly made by a solar company as a
goodwill contribution. Follow-up will be provided if more details become available.
DNR would be the appropriate agency to contact regarding park-related projects.

Q: Should we plant sawgrass?

A: In general, no. It’s important to plant true native species appropriate to Michigan’s ecosystems.
Many suitable native grasses, sedges, and rushes are available depending on your goals (privacy,
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habitat, views).
Native plant resources are available on the Shoreline Partnership website.
https://www.shorelinepartnership.org/find-native-plants.html

Q: Where is the petition for goose relocation?

A: The petition is posted on the Coldwater Lake Association and Coldwater Sandbar Facebook
pages. Adirect link has also been added to the Coldwater Lake Association website for those not
on Facebook. https://www.coldwaterlakeassociation.com/water-quality.html#Geese

Q: What practices are recommended—and allowed—for managing geese?

A: Michigan encourages non-lethal methods first: visual deterrents, sound deterrents, and
harassment. Coldwater Lake residents have used these methods without meaningful results.
The next allowable step is applying for a nest and egg destruction permit, conducted by trained
volunteers under strict state and federal regulations. Long-term solutions focus on shoreline
buffers, which make areas less attractive to geese.

Q: On the Messenger Lake chain—what’s the first step in addressing septic issues?
A: Start by identifying:

e The age and location of your septic system

¢ Whetheritis adequately sized

e Pumping history

Older systems often fail to meet current standards. Regular pumping is essential, especially on
lakes. Watershed management plans often include septic inventories to assess risks and identify
aging systems.

Q: Are there state or federal funds to help with degrading lakes or sewer system costs?
A: Yes. Potential funding sources include:

¢ State Revolving Fund (SRF)

o USDA Rural Development programs

o Other state/federalinfrastructure funding mechanisms

These can include grants, low-interest loans, or partial funding. The sewer discussions on the
Marble chain are being coordinated by Craig Fichtelberg, who is compiling related resources.
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Closing

If you have additional questions, please reach out through the Coldwater Lake Association
website using the contact form. https://www.coldwaterlakeassociation.com/contact.html

Please also take a moment to complete our survey.
Your feedback is essential as we plan future webinars. The survey can be accessed via the QR code
or through the link on our website under the Webinar Summary.

All Links provided during the Webinar

Midwest Glacial Lakes Partnership
https://midwestglaciallakes.org/resources/conservationplanner/

EGLE Nonpoint Source Program
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/water-resources/nonpoint-source
The Michigan Shoreland Stewards Program
https://www.mishorelandstewards.org/

Wildflower Association of Michigan
https://wildflowersmich.org/business-directory/

Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership
https://www.shorelinepartnership.org/

Michigan State University (MSU Extension) Introduction to Lakes Online
https://www.canr.msu.edu/courses/introduction-to-lakes

Homegrown National Park Inc

https://homegrownnationalpark.org/

EPA Nonpoint Source Pollution

https://www.epa.gov/nps

Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership - Michigan Certified Natural Shoreline Professionals -
Listing
https://www.shorelinepartnership.org/find-a-shoreline-contractor.html
Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership — Native Plants
https://www.shorelinepartnership.org/find-native-plants.html

Geese Egg Destruction Petition
https://www.coldwaterlakeassociation.com/water-quality.htm#Geese
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